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, . ] The Sieeping Giant Has
Anthony Beilollls day iob s worldng as & Republican strategist speclalizing In Bosn Awskensd. And it
opposition research, with clients thet have included Gov. Ampld Is Angry...

Schwarzenegger's re-election campaign, antib-Obamacare efforts and varlous

pro-iife campaigns. Dear White People: Get

“Hut by night | sdvocals for animals rapped In the goversment’s taxpayer- A Gdp
funded experimentation laboratories,” he says. "Ending forced texpayer
furded animal experimentation s my ife's work, U's my calling. B what gels
me cul of bed in the moming, t's the first thing | think about when | wahke up ggz g:ﬁgéihggigiﬁ
and the last thing | think shout when | go o sleep” The 2077 Grammy
&wards
& few vears ago, Belintl merged these two paths with While Coat Wasie a
nonprofit whose abm iz making folks on the right care sbout the estimated 2%
miitiinn yertehratas ceed pesry yoar in UE S based bomtanes - many in
fof 1 32017 I AM
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P

s papariments, many of which are finded with taxpayer

giollars.

How many dodlars? Belloit! estimates at least $12 billon in tax funding par
year goes toward arimal testing, P

Dne of White Coat Waste's projects is advocating for more transparency

the foderal budget, so i will be cearer how much money s actually ot ssue,

The Huflington Post recently caught up with Betlott by emall to find out mars
aboasd Bow snd why he intends to get right-ieaning political anbmats invohead
i this fight.

The Huffington Post: What prompted you to start White Coal Waste?

anthory Bellotti: Back In 1995, between junlor amd savdor yvear of high school,
Vwiorked o5 an intern in an anlmal sxperimentation laboratory in Mew York
Lity. For sight weeks P watched horrifving gxperiments on animals that you
wotidn't wish on your worst enery. witnessed, fiest band, the harsh reality
of modern anima! gxperimentation, up cinse and personal, on pligs, primates,
beaghes, rabbits and smaller arimals.

AL TE §aicdn® oy arything abowt wasteld government spending on these

srperiments. | just knew that something was weong with this picturg,

The sxperience mmedistely and forever changed my Bfe. In Tack remember
aaying to mysell "I this s one of the good anbmal laboratories, what the heck

are they dolng in the bad onest” | was B horrffying srpersnce - etk about

becauss i changed me 50 profounddy

Why are toxpayerfunded animal supeddments & problem? What arguments
hor you wse with people on the dogbl to meke your cose?

s & probiem because the government’s seorsthve and out-of-control animal
exparimentation budgel forces yvou to pay for something that vou don't ke,
dor't need and doesn't work, We can save lives and money by cutting
wasteful govarsment spanding et funds animal sbuse. Thers ars betier
things 1o wasts your momney on than crusl and unnecesssary animad

SEETens.

Fortunstely, the science has moved entirely In our direction in recaent years,

angd i proving thet experiments on animals k

ve trgely been g miserable

MASA had a B2 percent fature rate, we'd sbut the program down stal

Look, there's & resson you don't oo to the velerinarian when you arg sick,
arimals and humans are different. S when you do get sick, there's also g
reramon why your docior doesnt cal the “white coats” in the monkey lab

auiing them how to treat you
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What happens to animals in a Isborstory Is not relevant Informsdion o a
medical doctor — & resl doclon, not & axpeyer-funded college professorin g
fab - you know, someons wihe aclually troeals patients.

Besides, If you don't support "socialized medicine,” why on carth would you
support socialized "medical research?™ And even I you support anlmal
sxperimentation in princpls, do you really want 1¢ pay for 8 with higher
taxes?

Wiy are vou focusing on bringing your message to folits on the rght? Are
you alse working with people and groups on the left?

This abaciutely must be & bipartisan Issus. 5o we arg working with, and
taking ouwr message to, foliks on both the lef and right. Concem for animals s
nod & leftfright issue; iUs a matter of mercy and justice. These are values
gspoused by sach side of the alsle, and our message deeply resonalss with
peaople and groups on all skdes.

We foous on centarwight outreach bacause {axpaverdunded animal
sxperimantation is & big government program. And if someons thinks big
government programs are inherently inefficient, ineffective and wastelul,
then they must also guestion the government's $12 bilion annuat animal

experimeniation budget.

White Coat Waste is the only erganization reaching out o mainstream
sudiences and center-right, conservative-leaning Tolks about animal
exparimantation precisely because we're a apaysr watehdog. Our
message s crystal clear: spending is the problem. And we're the only
{axpayerwatchdog attacking the root cause of animal experimeniation:
wasteful government spending.

What's your overall goal? Do you have incremental goals?

White Coat Waste wants 1o be the eves and ears of the Amaerican taxpayer
inside the government's animal laboratoriss. Through cutling-adge,
campaign-style technigues In research, advertising and lobbying, we're
laving the groundwork for an unprecedentad issue advocacy and public
affairs effort. &And we're forging & grassroots army to rally politiclans and
burgaucrals (o uitimately de-fund and roll back forced taxpayer-funded
animal experimentation,

We have a number of incremental steps and gosis, For example, the
INational Institutes of Healih] should he opening 85 books and the National
institute on Drug Abuse should be Immedistely sudited snd nvestigated by
COngress,

Lonk, $12 billlon tax dollars per year for antmal sxperiments is simply the
floor, not the celling of the government's animal experimentation budget s
Just what the NiM publicly admits to {and doesn't sven Include ERS, USDA,

1ol t 132017 11143 AM
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Fentagon and other governmend agency spending.

The federst budge! & g pighdmere 50 we bave 10 fump through boaps to
FOS these buresursis beoause there's no ransparency here. We think

taxpavers have a dght to know how thelr money is belig spent

Hut there's a bigosr pioture hete we albo want 1o provide o volos for
centrist, menstresm and conservative sudiencas, by speaking bo fiscal
responsibiity in animal protection. We want 1o endarge the coalition and
redefing anbnal sdvocacy by bringing new blood into the movement. We
bring & fresh, innovative ne of sttack thet reframes o Blvearoid debale

for new sudiences. This is uncharied teriton.

e R A P S

Have there been any victorbes so far?

Hight now, we're developing the very fiest campaign-style, public affais
sebvartising campaign for television, print and digisl channels on this esue.
We fust cut our first spot this surwner and have 8 hendfis! of other heed Bitling
acls planned, We're siso n the middle of & longterm, Investigative raseargh

profec thel we tednk will rettle 8 fow cages in 2B
What iz the groun’s mabeup? How are vou funded?

We're o bipartisan mix of Bepublivans, Demoorats, liberlorians and populists,
We're political consullants angd public affalrs professionals. We're sdvartising

grecutbves with sxperience ranging from Madison Svenue (o Pennsybeania

Spniue, We're campalgn warrors. We're doctors and solentists too

But most importantly we're all new bood, We're largely oulsiders o the old
arimat movement. That's the common denominaior that binds os. That, and
of course, the principle that we don’t think tarpayers should be foroed o pay
for padrdul, wasteful and unnecessary anlmal experments,

SaRAGE S 5

..................................

o

W'y truly become a grassroots movement. We are organized a5 8 nonprofit
and w're funded entirely by donstions from the public. A8 contritutions
White Cont Waste are fully tax-deductible. Unilke the andmal experimenters,
wee van't rely on handouls from the govemmentt

What's your strategy?

The strategy & simple: drain the swamp. Becsuse when the tax dollars are
gong, the animal abusers arg gong. We think White Cost Wasie can save
these animals and o lol of tax money through enforcing Hscal discipline In

goveprpmend grd outling wasteld spending.

Tactically, we want to desn up the governmant's waste and hakd the anlmal

abusers aoccountable through o thres-siep, campalgn-sivie approachy

« fdernfy the Waste: follow the mongy through research, investigation and

analysis of

ED_006287_00002746-00004
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texpayver-frnded animal experiments.

s Bvposs the Waste: permanent advertising to ralse awareness and rally a
new

generation of taxpayers against animal experiments.

» Pe-fund the Waste: grassroots activalion, lpbbying and conlition buliding
with animat lovars, lscal hawks and other toxpayer waichdogs.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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Bro you think thet »l ardmasl experbmentation Is wrong o ks some QKT
When iz B OK?

White Coat Waste is very clear aboil this: We only fight animal expariments
that are fundded by texpayers. s not that private seclor anbnal abuss Is OK.
it's just that the blggest funder of sxperimentation on animals sn't big

cosmaelic companies or big pharmaceuticat companies. s blg governmaent.

cipubing of the National insiiutes of Health's budaet last decads,

government hos become the marke! maker for snimal experimentatipn. o
we undersiand that spending isn' the soiution here; IU's the problem. Thal's
ot Toous, And i will continue 1o be our focus,

ARG 8 R A A R U A

R ST e R AT DA T B L O B B

.......................................................

iz sl taxpayverfunded everything wrong? If not, what doe you think it's
appropriale to spend tapayer money on?

We're not ageinst laxpayer-funded evervihing. But we are ceriainly againgt
texpayer-funded experdmentaton on antmals, this is not the proper rolg or
responsibiiity of government, U's also an Inmense money pit of waste, freud
and abuse.

In reality, svery doliar the feds spend on this senscloss waste and sbuse s
one doliar less for disaster reliel, education, air raffic controliars. national
defense or any number of other worthy programs. So take your plick; virtually
anything is bettar than whal we're spending # on now.

This issue s winnable. Whils CTost Wasle's tewm spent 3 great desl of time In
M3 taying the groundwork for this campaign and that meant studying the
pols and foTus groups.

Hare are the facts: public opinion s moving In our favor. The number of
people who think that animal experimentation s "medically necessary™ |

fnilen 20 solrds I 20 vears, And belwean 2000-2008, overall support for

animal experiments drovped 18 polnls by syl

that's not 2 bleed; that's 8 hemorrhage.

We'rs on offense. The "White Coats” arg on defense. 5o s golng to be an
axciting 2015,

Do you yourself have any pels?

ED_006287_00002746-00005

G, i oy business,

BT I3 AM



How Do You bMake Republicans Care About Antmal Testing? Anthosy..

foof 10

Ha, wel | don't bave any pels right at this moment. But Pve had andmals mosl

of rvy Bfe. Dogs, cats, turtles, fish, even mice and Norwagian oy rats.

Ome day, Fd e {0 adopl 8 beagie who was rescusd from sn armmal
supprimeniation boratory. { iravel & 1ot these davs 5o Pm not well sulted to
care for 8 speciabneeds dog at the moment. But hopefully one day

Thiz interview bas been edited for famgth

Firnef et oy

Ard get in fowch with MultPost's animaf wellsre editor ot

aringresmwosddfuifiogtonpost com f you have an animad story to sharg!
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